UNIONISM IN POWER
35
the House of Commons (July 26, 1897), Mr. Chamberlain, apparently acting under extreme pressure, gave Rhodes a certificate that nothing " affecting his personal position as a man of honour " had been revealed in the inquiry. This was a shock to other members of the committee and especially to Sir William Harcourt, who held that it was by no means compatible with their report.
In the end, Rhodes saved his Privy Councillorship and the South African Company its charter, but the opportunity had been lost of doing what the Boers and the rest of the world would have regarded as courageous and even-handed justice. Rhodes largely redeemed his reputation by the skill and daring with which he ended the formidable Matabele rebellion of March, 1896, when he went alone and unarmed to the Matoppo Hills to palaver with the chiefs. But peace between British and Dutch had by this time become all but hopeless in South Africa; the trouble in the Transvaal was increasing and President Kruger had declined Mr. Chamberlain's invitation to come to London and negotiate amicably for a solution. In 1897 Sir Alfred Milner, who had won a distinguished reputation for himself, first as a journalist and afterwards as a civil servant and Chairman of the Board of Inland Revenue, was appointed Governor of the Cape, and it was generally believed that British policy was entering on a new course.
The Diamond Jubilee
In 1897 Queen Victoria celebrated her Diamond Jubilee. The Royal Family had suffered many losses and changes since idie previous celebration. In 1892 the Prince of Wales's eldest son, Prince Albert Victor, Duke of Clarence, had died after a short illness; and his brother, Prince George, Duke of York, was now in the direct line of succession to the throne. The following year (1894) Prince George married Princess Pay (daughter of the Duke and Duchess of Teck), who had formerly been affianced to his elder brother. A year later the Queen suffered a heavy loss in the death, from fever in thft Ashanti Expedition, of her favourite son-in-law, Prince Henry of Battenberg, the husband of Princess Beatrice. The ten years had aged her, and in 1897 she was not equal to the ceremonial in Westminster Abbey which had been the climaxnting trouble from which it ought rigidly to have held aloof; and suspicion was greatly aggravated when im the debate on the Report i&
